


 
The Hand That Feeds U.S. 

• Project of  Farm Policy Facts created 2009 

• Mission: Improve relations with urban media 

• Participants: Ag Retailers, Agri-Women, Sugar, 

Bushmills Ethanol, MN Corn, Cotton, SWCA, 

TX Corn, Crop Insurance Professionals Assn, 

Growth Energy, Farmers Union, TX Peanut, 

Western Peanut, Wheat, USA Rice, WIFE 

• www.TheHandThatFeedsUS.org 

 











 
 

 

 

 



 
Hold The Thin Green Line 

“[W]e must hold the thin green line. If  we 

cannot feed, fuel and clothe ourselves, then we 

cannot defend ourselves.  If  this one bright 

spot in our economy is choked off, then 

recession recovery will certainly stall.  And, if  

rural America falters, we open the floodgate to 

even more fuel produced by nation states that 

do not share our values and strategic interests—

and our country is less secure.” 

-Gen. Wesley Clark 

 

 

 



 
Hold The Thin Green Line 

 

• U.S. population has tripled in 70 years 

• Number of  farms has plummeted 

• 210,000 full-time farms to feed, fuel and 

clothe more than 300 million Americans 

• Production must increase 70% in next 40 

years to avoid starvation 

 



 
Hold The Thin Green Line 

 

• More people pass through Wal-Mart’s doors 

every 21 minutes to buy groceries and 

clothes than there are farms to grow the 

goods stocking Wal-Mart’s shelves.  

 



 
Hold The Thin Green Line 

• Kansas City Star—Feb. 15 

• Tampa Tribune—Feb. 28 

• San Antonio Express-News—March 14 

• The Oklahoman—March 19 

• San Antonio Business Journal—April 1 

• Amarillo Globe-News—April 3 

• FoxNews.com—April 15 

• Fargo Forum—April 24 

• Huffington Post—May 13 

• The Hill—June 10 

• Lansing State Journal—June 16 

• Dallas Morning News—August 16 

 
 



 
Hold The Thin Green Line 

Our recent partnership with Miss America has 

allowed us to reach new audiences in new ways. 

 

 



 
Hold The Thin Green Line 

“Modern-day agriculture has to do its part in 

reaching out and teaching us about what they 

do and how they do it.  Educational groups like 

The Hand That Feeds U.S. …are a good start, 

but it’s not enough. The rest of  us must 

reconnect with our rural roots and understand 

that we all have a stake in the success of  

farmers and ranchers…I plan to spend my time 

as Miss America to make that happen.” 

-Teresa Scanlan 

 

 

 



Former Chairman of the House Agriculture 
Committee, the Honorable Larry Combest 
brings experience as a known farm policy 

expert. 

 

Hold The Thin Green Line 
 



Hold The Thin Green Line 

“The ability to feed, clothe, and fuel ourselves is a 
national security priority. That’s why figures like 

General Wesley Clark and Miss America have taken 
a stand in urging Americans to “hold the thin green 

line” of  U.S. farmers with sound policies, so that 
they can continue to provide us with the safest, 

most affordable and most abundant food supply in 
the world.” 

 

-Larry Combest 



 
A Good Start 

• Nearly 50 newsletters sent to 1,000+ reporters 

• Briefings with NY Times, WSJ, LA Times, 
Chicago Tribune, CNN, Times-Picayune, Fox 
News, NPR, Dow Jones, Bloomberg, Reuters, 
Marketplace Radio, and more 

• Media tours to Chicago, NYC, DC, LA 

• Regular pitches; materials to 500 reporters 

• Strong social media presence 

• Rapid response system in place to respond to 
negative news (recent NY Times placement)  

 

 

 



 
More to Do 

• Opponents have a 10-year head start and 

resources we cannot match 

• Thank you for your leadership in building an 

idea into a force…now let’s go to the next level 

 

 


